
	

Where Will Your Office Of The Future Be? 
 
Could it be a recycled shipping container?  
 
Shipping containers continue to arrive in the US daily with a small percentage of 
them returning to their origin.  As a result of this abundance several companies are 
now taking on the task of figuring out how to repurpose and reuse the containers, 
and not for shipping stuff. 
 
Housing and retail are a couple of the areas where these surplus units are beginning 
to show up.  Complete container apartment complexes are being built to house 
students and regular folk.  As the viability of the retail and residential units increases 
can it be very long before the commercial office sector begins to see the value         
using shipping containers? 
 
One example is this multi-family unit in Washington DC.  It was built using 18 contain-
ers as the main building structure.  According to the architect the containers are like 
building with Legos.  They are structurally very strong and the ways they can be used 
are endless. 
 
The biggest obstacle in using this abundant 
source will be in the local building codes 
and how they are classified.  Currently there 
appears to be a lack of national or interna-
tional codes on the use of the structures.  
Without these larger organizations  setting 
the stage the responsibility 
falls to the local authorities. 
The buildings could be clas-
sified as modular, mobile or 
permanent.  Each classifica-
tion creating its set of issues 
to consider.  Sounds kind of like the wild west 
right now. 
 
So, can you see yourself going into your new 
office in a container?  Why not.  They’re 
plentiful, apparently somewhere in the 
range of 700,000 units are sitting at ports and 
in other locations just waiting to be used for 
something.  This is a recycler’s dream and get’s us very close to the visions set up by 
many of Hollywood’s movies of how the future might look.  Many of the futures seem 
to be very modular in their design, makes you wonder doesn’t it? 
 
With the downsizing of today’s offices and cubes its just a matter of time before we 
get the call to see how many people can fit into a 8’x40’ container.  You might be 
surprised or just dismayed to hear about it. 
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With the final phase out of the incandescent light bulb in the works we can say “so-
long” to those 40 and 60 watt bulbs that we have loved so much over the years (they 
made up more than 50% of the market).  But fear not my fellow Americans new prod-
ucts continue to come on the market with great features, benefits and cost.  Yes, new 
stuff almost always costs more early on.  But the rush is on to bring the new technology 
to market and so with it lower costs, somewhere down the road. 

We are going to skip over the CFL’s (compact fluorescent lamps) 
which came on the market early as replacements and jump right to 
the LED’s which are getting very cool. 

LED’s spent much of their early life as those little lights on switches telling us our electronics were on 
or off.  They take so little power and they can last a really really really long time.  How long?  Ener-
gy Star LED’s are guaranteed to last 25,000 hours or about 23 years, which works out to just under 3 
hours a day of use.  But there are companies working on pushing this past 50,000 to the 100,000 
hours . . . does this mean we will be including light bulbs in our wills to our children? 

With the small size of the LED and flexibility we are seeing it show up just about everywhere.  Under cabinet lighting, 
task lighting, replacements for office ceiling fixtures, street lights, landscape lighting and lots of other places are now 

home to LEDs. 

This newest introduction from 
Mighty Bright has a sleek design 
with a gentle curve.  The fixtures 
also has the options for USB ports 
or international compatible out-
lets and USB ports.  This is a way 
of providing that much needed 
electricity to the work space, but 
in a very elegant form.  This style 
of lighting and the sleek look 
was simply not possible with the 
old technology.  We will see 

more of this coming from designers and manufactures. 

 

One of the biggest energy savers may be in the retrofit of the commercial office buildings.  Given a little more time 
we will begin to see the cost of ceiling fixture rehab drop to where it will be the only choice of lighting available.  
This should translate into energy savings and reduced costs on replacing lamps.   

 

LED’s are available now but the cost to retrofit an office may be more than it’s worth, depending on who is paying 
the bill for the retro and the electricity.   

 

Several options are available.  From lamps that simply replace the existing fluorescent lamp to those that require the 
fixture to be completely rewired.  Being a very large sector of the  lighting market we are certain to begin seeing 
costs decrease on these fixtures.  Pressure to save energy and develop more LEED Certified projects will most likely 
push this along as well. 

The Current Trend In Ligh ng 
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New Introduc ons 

 

Friant Verity   -  Coming Winter 2014 

 

The Verity Open Office / Desking Line will be introduced later 
this year. 

 

Coming off very successful developments like  

Benching Application 

Shared Desk Application 

Conference Application 

Stylex Introduces Nestle 

With an elegant set of lines and style reminis-
cent of the 1950’s and 60’s.  Nestle is sure to be 
another hit. 



“When you are going 

through hell, keep 

going.” 

Winston Churchill 

 

“It takes a lot of  me to 

get experience, and once 

you have it, you ought to 

go on using it”   

Benjamin Minge Duggar 

Discovered the an bio c 
Aureomycin  a er being forced to 

re red from  his university 
posi on. 
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To Contact Us:  mbrooks@interiordimension.com  www.interiordimension.com   

Through our website, www.ebeamrocks.com, we provide a cool product that turns whiteboards and walls into  

interac ve learning environments.  If you have kids or have been in school in the past 10 years you would have 

seen or experienced these in many of your classrooms.  The eBeam products allow schools to set up these  

environments very inexpensively by using exis ng equipment and sharing these tools easily between classrooms. 

 

Schools across the country are falling behind due to financial problems and it’s effec ng students’ ability to reach 

their full poten al.  We have started an IndieGoGo Crowdfunding Campaign to start a fund to ou it as many  

classrooms with this cost effec ve tool as possible.  If you would like to help you can find our campaign at :       

h ps://www.indiegogo.com/projects/939604/emal/8615383   

or through a search for Interac ve Whiteboards to Disadvantaged Classes.   

 

By reaching our modest goal we will be able to set up 8‐12 classrooms depending on the total amount of equip‐

ment required. 

 

You can check out the products at:  www.ebeamrocks.com where we also have link on our home page. 

ˆProviding A Stress and Hassle Free  

Step by Step Process To Your Furniture Needs" 

Main: 
15009 Manchester Road 
#260 
Ballwin, MO  63021 

www.interiordimension.com 
800‐875‐7690 


